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the Tragedies of Euripides. And what doth the reader think
may be the subject? Why truly, and it is worth his observation,
the unequal Contention of an old, dull) debauched, buffoon Cyclops,
with the heaven-directed Favourite 0/"Minerva; who after having
quietly born all the monster's obscene and impious ribaldry, 5
endeth the farce in punishing him with the mark of an indelible
brand in las forehead. May we not then be excused, if for the
future we consider the Epics of Homer, Virgil, and Milton,
together with this our poem, as a complete Tetralogy, in which
the last worthily holdeth the place or station of the satyric piece? i o
Proceed we therefore in our subject. It hath been long, and
alas for pity! still remaineth a question, whether the Hero of
the greater Epic should be an honest man? or, as the French critics
express it, un honnSte homme*; but it never admitted of any
doubt that the Hero of the little Epic should not be so. Hence, 15
to the advantage of our Dunciad, we may observe how much
juster the Moral of that Poem must needs be, where so im-
portant a question is previously decided.
But then it is not every Knave, nor (let me add) Fool, that is
a fit subject for a Dunciad. There must still exist some Ana- 20
logy, if not Resemblance of Qualities, between the Heroes
of the two Poems; and this hi order to admit what Neoteric
critics call the Parody, one of the liveliest graces of the little
Epic. Thus it being agreed that the constituent qualities of the
greater Epic Hero, are Wisdom, Bravery, and Love, from whence 25
springeth heroic Virtue; it followeth that those of the lesser Epic
Hero, should be Vanity, Impudence, and Debauchery, from which
happy assemblage resulteth heroic Dulness, the never-dying
subject of this our Poem.
This being confessed, come we now to particulars. It is the 30
character of true Wisdom, to seek its chief support and confi-
dence within itself; and to place that support in the resources
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a Si un Hcros Poetique doit etre un honnete homme. Bossu, du Poeme
Epique, lib. v. ch. 5.